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A COVID-19 Pandemic Update 

An update from the Board 

 On March 14, 2020, the Board of Trinity United Church (TUC) made the difficult decision to cancel 

services on March 15 through to April 5. The Government of Ontario later directed that all places of worship 

close for this same period. On April 2, the Board decided to continue TUC’s closure and to align any re-

opening with a lifting of the “State of Emergency” issued by the Government. We promise to keep you in-

formed of any future decisions in this regard. 

 Thanks to the promised support of the Government of Canada, TUC will continue to operate at our nor-

mal staffing levels, albeit with much of this work being completed remotely. Our weekly worship services 

have also moved “on line” and can be accessed either from the Trinity home page or through a link provided 

by Lisa. We are also exploring other methods to reach out to members without computers or email. Rev. Rich-

ard Smith and the Pastoral Care Committee are doing a great job of keeping us connected. 

 The Board has authorized the Treasurer and Finance Committee to apply for any available grants to 

access other funds as necessary. This will ensure our operations will continue now and in the future. 

 Although the church remains closed, there are times when limited access may be required. To that end 

a COVID-19 Access Protocol has been put in place. Anyone requiring access to the church must get prior per-

mission from Ryan Rozicki (tel 705 471 4201). 

 These are difficult and challenging times, but we will emerge as a stronger Community of Faith at the 

end of the declared pandemic. As we enter into the Easter season, rejoice that there is no better time to be a 

Christian than now, as we have a love based on faith and the resurrection of our Christ. 
 

Blessing to all 

Bob Cook, Chair 

Food Shelf Services 

 Trinity United Church's Board has deemed that keeping our Food Shelf and Infant Food Shelf open is 

vital and important. We have seen a larger than normal influx of people utilizing our service as many other 

food banks in other locations have shut down. In keeping with Covid-19 protocols, we have implemented 

many extra precautions to protect the health and safety of the volunteers and those coming in for food. 

 If you would like to support the Food Shelf programs, we ask that in lieu of bringing in food donations, 

you consider a monetary donation. Cheques can be mailed to Trinity United Church or dropped off in the mail-

box outside the McIntyre Street entrance. Thank you for supporting this essential and valued outreach. 
 

Thank you for your help. 

Sue Miller, Christian Education and Outreach Committee 

Sunday School News 
 

 During this extraordinary time it is important that the Sunday school children 

be involved, so Lisa has been encouraging them to make letters, cards and art that can 

be mailed out to members of our congregation. If you, or someone you know, would 

like to receive something from our Sunday School, please let Lisa know and she will 

be happy to match you with a Sunday school child. 

 For our members with internet access, a Sunday School lesson is being pre-

pared each week. Each lesson will include a short video introduction, a bible story and 

some activities to do at home. If you would like to receive this weekly package, please 

let Lisa know at blais.trinity.@gmail.com. 



From Rev. Ted's Desk: "A Matter of Touch" 

 A ministry colleague shared a slice-of-life story with me. Last week, she realized how drastically 

Covid-19 had changed her routines. Living in a condo, she brought a bag of garbage to the garbage shoot - 

she impressed herself that she'd managed to operate all the doors and handles with her knees and elbows, but 

nonetheless she washed her hands thoroughly "like a surgeon" both before and after the operation. She won-

dered out loud about whether we'd ever get back to simply touching people and things in the old way! 

 We also talked about the many many encouraging experiences we're both having these days - observ-

ing how strangers are offering one another respect and compassion, how neighbours are supporting one an-

other, how numberless acts of kindness are making us feel that truly we are all in this together. Every day, it 

seems, there are new mercies, and inspirations, giving rise to easy tears of wonder and gratitude. 

 In other words, even as we talked about not touching with our hands, we talked even more about be-

ing touched in our hearts. It seems that this may be a gift of these times of isolation - that our hearts can be 

made softer, more receptive. More capable of appreciation, gratefulness, connection and prayerfulness. I 

don't think that God has sent this virus to test or to punish us, but I know that our loving God will still use it 

for redemptive purposes. God does not waste opportunities to touch and change us for the better. 

 Thank you for the service, kindness, generosity and encouragement that you are sharing with the peo-

ple around you in this time. Thank you in advance for those who will volunteer to video a reading or a prayer 

via our "YouTube virtual church." You are all living signs of resurrection! 

 

 

 

"Dial for Hope" Telephone Ministry 

 These unprecedented times are encouraging us to experiment with different ways of lending support, 

and not everyone has access to our on-line worship offerings via the Trinity website. If you'd like to arrange 

to receive a DVD of those services, leave a detailed phone message with the church office. 

 One experimental new Trinity ministry we want to tell you about is called, "Dial for Hope." Trinity 

member Karen Johnson recalled an original "Dial for Hope" developed by the late Rev. Harry Denning of 

Kingsway Lambton United Church in Toronto. Rev. Denning was often assisted by Karen's late grandmoth-

er, Pearl Mathewson. In honour of that connection, Karen has made a local version accessible for us. Our 

Minister Emerita, Rev. Kathy, remembers her father the “late” Rev. Bob McCrea having a similar “dial a 

prayer” ministry! 

 For the next while, every couple of days you will be able to hear a new encouraging message from a 

Trinity leader at this local toll-free phone number: (249) 506-0377. You'll even have an opportunity to leave 

a brief response of your own, if you wish. Please share the "Dial for Hope" number with any friends who 

might crave a hopeful word!  

 

 

"Closed Until Further Notice" 

 It may be that church-goers are more creatures of habit than the average member of society. Because 

part of our spiritual discipline is regular church attendance, as well as prioritizing time with church family at 

community meals and concert offerings. As much as we value how those opportunities nurture our bodies, 

minds and spirits - we don't know when we will get back to them in the same way. 

 Organizers, volunteers and musicians had been readying for Holy week events, youth gatherings, roof 

fundraisers, and concerts that have all been postponed. The 2020 "Trinity Testosterone" men's canoe adven-

ture may have to be cancelled. The Trinity Board will be responsive both to the best advice of our govern-

ment, and of sound health science. In - person events will eventually be scheduled again - but only with care-

ful discernment, and appropriate precautions. We will keep in touch! 

 Jesus has always challenged us to live in the present: "Do not worry about tomorrow, tomorrow will 

worry about itself" (Matthew 6:34). These strange days give us the opportunity to practice that Jesus-

discipline, a spiritual discipline of presence, of prayerful trust. One "today" at a time!  



 

In this time of COVID-19, we pray: When we aren't sure, God, help us be calm; when information comes from 

all sides, correct and not, help us to discern; when fear makes it hard to breathe, and anxiety seems  

to be the order of the day, slow us down. God; help us to reach out with our hearts, when  

we can't touch with our hands; help us to be socially connected, when we have to be socially distant; 

 help us to love as perfectly as we can, knowing that perfect love casts out all fear." 

For the doctors, we pray, for the nurses, we pray for the technicians and the janitors and the aides and  

the caregivers, we pray, for the researchers and theorists, the epidemiologists and investigators, 

for those who are sick, and those who are grieving, we pray, for all who are affected, all  

around the world. we  pray for safety, for health, for wholeness. 

May we feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked and house those without homes;  

may we walk with those who feel they are alone, and may we do all that we can to heal  

the sick - in spite of the epidemic, in spite of the fear. 

Help us, O God, that we might help each other. 

In the love of the Creator, in the name of the Healer, in the life of the Holy Spirit  

that is in all and with all, we pray. May it be so. 
 

A prayer during times of COVID-19 by the Right Rev. Richard Bott, Moderator UCC 

An update from Finance 

 Thank you to all the folks of our church community for your generous support over the past year. Your 

contributions toward the Roof Restoration project, offerings, fund raising events, outreach and various other 

causes have been so important. These contributions, which have been both financial and as hard-working vol-

unteers, are greatly appreciated. 

 Unfortunately we have gotten off to a rough start financially for the first three months of 2020. As of 

the end of March, our expenses have exceeded our income by about $28,000, with two items contributing 

mostly to this deficit. Firstly, expenses of $19,500 were incurred to pay the last few invoices for roof restora-

tion work. Secondly, income from offerings in March was substantially reduced with the church being closed 

for a good part of the month due to the Pandemic. 

 Generating income with the church being closed is a big challenge. In addition to limiting fundraising 

activities, Sunday service offerings are of course eliminated and they normally make up a significant portion of 

our income. Alternative means of donating do exist as Lisa Blais has outlined in previous communications. We 

encourage you to consider these alternatives during these challenging times. 

 At a teleconference Board meeting held on April 2nd, the Board authorized the Treasurer and Finance 

Committee to apply for two financial assistance programs recently put in place by the Federal Government to 

help small businesses and not-for-profit organizations during the Pandemic. One of the programs is a tempo-

rary wage subsidy of 75% of eligible salary for up to 3 months to employers who can demonstrate a 30% drop 

in revenue comparing March 2020 to March 2019. Members of the Finance Committee have analyzed Trini-

ty’s relevant revenues and concluded that our church does qualify for this subsidy. The second program pro-

vides interest-free loans of up to $40,000 to small businesses and not-for-profit organizations to help cover op-

erating costs.  

 During this difficult time, Trinity continues its important ministry utilizing somewhat different meth-

ods. A few examples include “online” services with Reverend Ted and guests, operating the food shelves with 

a process respecting public health guidelines and the Pastoral Care team making numerous phone calls to folks 

to let them know that we care and offering possible help. 

 We look forward to when we can meet together again in our church sanctuary. 
 

Respectfully submitted by John Haflidson 


