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God desired me so I came close.
No one can near God unless He has

prepared a bed for you.
A thousand souls hear God’s call every second,

but most every one then looks into their life’s mirror and

says, “I am not worthy to leave this sadness.”
When I first heard God’s courting song, I too

Looked at all I had done in my life and said,

“How can I gaze into God’s omnipresent eyes?”
I spoke those words with all my heart,
but then God sang again, a song even sweeter,

and when I tried to shame myself once more from His presence

God showed me His compassion and spoke a divine truth,
“I made you, dear, and all I make is perfect.

Please come close, for I desire you.”

~ Saint Teresa of Avila (1515-1582)
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CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP
COMMUNION SUNDAY
January 20, 2019
* indicates to please stand as you are able

Bold Print  indicates a group response

VU = Voices United Hymnbook (Red cover)

MV =  More Voices Hymnbook (Spiral Bound)

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY                                                “The first language of all mystics is poetry. Theologians camp way downstream from the source.”
 ~ Brother David Steindl-Rast, OSB
♫PRELUDE:               “Minuet”                           -G.F. Handel
WE APPROACH GOD

*♪OPENING HYMN:    “God Who Blesses New Beginnings”







       (VU 486)         
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS


MINUTE PERSON:     Dave McKenney
CALL TO WORSHIP:                  (Erin Harrison)
I love parties, don’t you?
Today’s Gospel story is about Jesus at a party.
The best part is that Jesus invites us to the party!
A time to make friends. A time to build community. A time to celebrate love.
A time to enjoy laughter, and good food, singing and dancing!
Let’s party with Jesus! Amen. 
♫INTROIT:     “Give Me Oil In My Lamp”

Jr. Choir   Trad. -Arr. B. Mayo 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
As you present us, God, with your miracles of abundance, we know that we will doubt that the wine is real. As you promise us new hope, we know that we will doubt the healings are real. As you reveal your light to the world, we know we have created defenses to shield our hearts. Forgive our doubt, and our unwillingness to join in on the party…
      (A moment of silence for personal confession…)
God invites us to the feast, to the dancing, to the risk and romance of our truest lives. God invites us, and invites us again. Let us respond…
♪SUNG RESPONSE                                                  (MV 18)                                                          
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary,

pure and holy, tried and true;

with thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for you. (Repeat)                       
 .  
THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
INVITATION                                                                                If you know the brokenness of life, its fractures within and its divisions without, then you have participated in the broken body of Christ, and you are invited to share in the breaking of bread.
If you desire to know the love of God that overcomes indifference, cynicism, and despair, if you desire the reconciliation that overcomes estrangement and alienation and sin, then you are invited to share the cup of the new covenant. 
PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Let’s sing of the God who joins us in this place!
 
 ♫HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                            (MV 203)                                                                  
O holy, holy, holy God,

O God of time and space.

All earth and sea and sky above

bear witness to your grace.

Hosanna in the highest heav’n,

creation sings your praise.

And blessed is the One who comes

And bears your name always!

Mighty and tender God, in Jesus of Nazareth we recognize the fullness of your grace: light, life, and love, revealed in words that confront and comfort us, in teachings that challenge and change us, in compassion that heals and frees us. And now we gather at this table to remember and to be filled with such longing for your realm, that we may rise together to turn our worship into witness and to follow in your way.
We remember that when Jesus ate with his friends, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it, he broke it and gave it to them, saying: “Take, eat. This is my body, given for you. 
Each time you do this, remember me.” 
Then, he took a cup, and after giving thanks, passed it to his friends, saying: “Drink. This cup that is poured out for you is the promise of God, made in my blood. Whenever you drink it, remember me.”  
 
At this time, we also remember all with whom you would have us share your feast.
We pray for all who are in sorrow or in pain . . .
all who are ill or alone . . .
all who live with fear, oppression, or hunger . . .
for all whom the world counts as last and least . . . .
We pray for the church and its varied ministries . . .
for nations as they strive for peace and justice . . .
for all our families and friends . . . .
Loving God, we rejoice in the gift of your grace, remembering Christ’s life and death, proclaiming his resurrection, waiting in hope for his coming again. Grant that, in praise and thanksgiving, we may so offer ourselves to you that our lives may sing the mystery of faith: 
 
♫ MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION                               (MV 204)
Sing Christ has died and Christ is risen,

Christ will come again! (2x) 
Send, O God, your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts, that all who share in this loaf and cup may be the body of Christ: light, life, and love in the world. In this hope and as your people, we praise you. 
 
DISTRIBUTION                                                             The bread, which embodies the brokenness in our world and in our lives. The cup by which God draws us closer and embraces the world.
COMMUNION MUSIC:   “Come To Us”          -Patti Drennan
             Flute: Laura Farris-Einarson
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                        Eternal and gracious One, though we live in a world of need, here we have tasted your goodness and hungered for a world more just. Though afflicted by brokenness and division, here we have heard your call to be a people of healing community. Though daily we touch our limits, here we have received the fullness of your grace. Send us forth, O God, in faith, in hope, and in love. 
♫ GREAT AMEN                                                     (MV 205)                          Amen, amen, O Holy One!  Hosanna and Amen! (2x)                                            
WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S STORY

SCRIPTURE READING:     John 2: 1-11 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church

Thanks be to God.
*♪ HYMN:    ”Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”     (VU 101)
MEDITATION:          “Get a Room!”
*♪ HYMN:   “My Love Colours Outside the Lines”    (MV 138)
 WE CELEBRATE THE STORY
MINUTE  FOR MISSION:                                Natalya Brown

♪OFFERTORY ANTHEM:  

   “Lord, The Light of Your Love is Shining.”     -G. Kendrick
*♪PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING         (tune: VU 372)
You give us hope this blessed day: O God, in Christ, you make us new! As we’ve been blessed, O Lord, we pray, may these our gifts bless others, too. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    (including the Lord’s Prayer)  
WE GO OUT TO LIVE THE STORY

*♪CLOSING HYMN:   “Take My Life and Let It Be”  (VU 506)
BLESSING   
♪CHORAL ENDING:                                                 (VU 649)
Refrain: 
Walk with me, I will walk with you

and build the land that God has planned

where love shines through. 
And when you share your faith with me

and work for life made new,

the witness of your faithfulness

calls me to walk with you     (repeat Refrain)

♪POSTLUDE:         “Trumpet Tune”              -G. P. Telemann
SYMPATHY

The Sympathy of the congregation is extended to Marg Souter and family on the death of Marg’s mom, Anne Davis on Friday, January 11th in North Bay.
Hymn lyrics reproduced with permission under license #610995©LicenSingonline.org
********************************************************************       
OUR LEADER TODAY IS:
Lisa Blais
OUR USHERS TODAY ARE:
Don Bell, Gladys Banks-Bryer, & Shirley Myre
OUR LIFT OPERATOR IS:
Kirk Elliott
OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS ARE:
Carling Lutecki, Linsey Mutch, Caroline Harrison
Trinity United Church gathers on the traditional territory of the Anishinaabe peoples of Nipissing First Nations.  We acknowledge with respect their history, their spiritual practices and their stewardship of this land.
EMERGENCY EVACUATIONS AT TRINITY

· In case of an emergency at Trinity, please know the location of your closest exit door—two at the front, two at the back. We are NOT allowed to use the elevator in the case of an emergency.  

· Ushers, Teachers, and Choir members are trained to assist you (and the children) downstairs and outside to our emergency gathering location: The Capitol Centre Parking Lot.
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DEADLINE DATE!!! Submissions for the Annual Report is February 3rd for distribution on February 10th.  Email Ross Brewer @ norros@bell.net
DID YOU KNOW?   

· Hearing devices and large print bulletins are available from the ushers. 
THIS AFTERNOON
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.  Every year in communities all over the world, Christians of all stripes gather to worship and pray for deeper unity amongst the Christian faithful. This year, the theme of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity was chosen by the churches in Indonesia: “Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue.” Please come and worship with us this year at Trinity at 2pm.
BOOKS for pre-schoolers can be found in the back of the Sanctuary and also, on the top shelf of the middle section, of shelving next to the window in the Fireside Room.  These books can be borrowed indefinitely, or simply studied in the pews.
AOTS GIFT CARD FUNDRAISER- NEXT ORDER DATES  are  February 10th, March 3rd & 17th,  April 7th .  "For further information please contact Rob Brownlee at 705-476- 4043.

TRINITY’S FOOD SHELF: Monday Mornings 9:30-11:00 
As we move into the colder times we will also be accepting clean, warm clothes such as sweaters, jackets, socks and mitts. 

CALLING ALL EUCHRE PLAYERS! 

Our next Trinity Game Night will be a casual and fun Euchre tournament on Friday, January 25.  Arrival at 7:00, with play starting at 7:30.  Please bring a bag of chips or a shareable treat!  A sign up sheet is located in the Fellowship Hall.  Speak to Carling Lutecki for details/questions (705) 493-0976 carlinglutecki@hotmail.ca
SUNDAY JANUARY 27TH Robbie Burns’ Sunday, 10:30am
A NEW Junior Mustard Seed Musical “Not Your Average Joe:” will be presented in the late Spring of 2019. 

The classic story of Joseph retold with a 50’s twist! 

Any young people in Kindergarten through to Grade 8 are welcome to join our cast!  An information session will take place  Sunday January 27th at 4pm (Rehearsals will start after March Break)

TRINITY'S 5TH ANNUAL SNOWSHOE SUNDAY. Camp Caritou, 63 Development Rd, Bonfield. Cost will be a minimum donation of $ 5.00 per car. All donations will go towards the operations costs of the camp. This year, we will be heading to out to snowshoe the trails at Camp Caritou . It's a 20 min. drive  from Trinity. Trinity Families is hosting a hot lunch right after church on February 3rd , and then we're heading out to snowshoe.we will be out onto the trails at 1:45pm. There are washrooms and hot chocolate will be provided after the snowshoeing. Directions to the camp are on the sign up sheet which is located Fellowship Hall.
All ages are welcome to attend this outing, including your family dog. We are not able to supply snowshoes this year. Check with friends and neighbours about borrowing some snow shoes. 
KRISPY KREME DOUGHNUTS  are now on sale! Trinity Families are raising funds for their annual Winter Retreat at Spirit Point. They are $10/dozen Original Glazed and will be available for pickup on Sunday, February 10. See Carling Lutecki to place an order or pickup an order form! 
WANT TO GET MORE INVOLVED IN THE LIFE OF TRINITY?

Why not consider offering your time, talent and great ideas to one of the committees of the Board?  Your input would be valued and you will be well rewarded with the satisfaction of helping the Trinity family continue its mission within the Church and to the wider community!  The Committees are Worship, Stewardship & Finance, Pastoral Care & Visiting, Ministry & Personnel, Communications, Christian Education & Outreach, Building & Grounds, and the Trinity Board. Each of these committees has an important job to do to keep our church running smoothly! For more information about the committees, or to offer to serve the Board, please feel free to contact: Dave McKenney at (705)474-7847
.     
ON YOUR BULLETIN COVER: 
A detail from Bernini's sculpture, "The Ecstasy of Saint Teresa" in the Cornaro Chapel in Rome. The 16th century Carmelite Saint Teresa of Avila wrote of her mystical experience of being penetrated by an angelic spear which she described as simultaneously painful and sweet: "The pain was so great, that it made me moan; and yet so surpassing was the sweetness of this excessive pain, that I could not wish to be rid of it. The soul is satisfied now with nothing less than God." The 17th century sculptor Gian Bernini --the leading sculptor of his day-- rendered the scene in marble shortly after Teresa was canonized.
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WELCOME AND GOOD MORNING!


Plan to stay for coffee and fellowship, following the morning worship service


 












