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CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION
CHRISTMAS EVE 

8:15PM

December 24, 2013
Tonight’s bulletin is dedicated:

 By the Anthony Family in loving memory of
 Dr. Desmond Anthony who died December 26, 2005.
*  indicates to please stand as you are able

Bold Print  indicates a group response

VU = Voices United Hymnbook (Red cover)

MV =  More Voices Hymnbook (Spiral Bound)

WE APPROACH GOD

♪CENTERING DUET:    Gesu Bambino   -Yon



Duet: Peggy Millar, Jim Dickson 
WELCOME:

I greet you in the name of God:

Creator, Love Incarnate, and Spirit of Life;

may hope, peace, joy, and love be with you.

And also with you.

INTRODUCTION
CALL TO WORSHIP
This table is our Bethlehem, the holy place to which the star guides us. It is a place where we see the glory of God. It is a place where for us peace from God’s own heart is given to
the earth. It is the place to which we bring our shepherding, the duties and responsibilities of our lives, that they may be
gathered up into the mystery and miracle of the incarnation. It is a place to which we bring all human learning and riches and 
kinship that they may be made holy. It is the place to which we bring our gifts of bread and wine that God may 
become incarnate for us. It is a  place where we celebrate in sign and symbol the whole story of our faith.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of sultry stable air, 

God of frosty wind and snow,

we come to you this wintry day,

yearning to be swaddled

against the raw chill of separation.
Thaw within us whatever keeps us

from echoing the angels’ praise.

Warm our evening 

with the shine of your glory,

as you fill the empty stable in our hearts

with your outpouring of love.
SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
THE WORD   John 1:1-5   
*♪HYMN    (VU 55)   In the Bleak Midwinter
Glory to God in the highest! 

And on earth, peace to all!

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to God. 

Let us give thanks to God. 

It is good to give thanks and praise.
*♪SING   Holy, Holy, Holy (Tune: VU 44)

O holy, holy, holy God,

O God of time and space,

All earth and sea and sky above
bear witness to your grace.

Hosanna in the highest heav’n,

creation sings your praise.

And blessed is the One who comes

and bears your name always
Blessed are you, God of mystery and miracle. 

From the dawn of creation to the fullness of time you seek us out. We thank you that you find us in your Word made flesh, Emmanuel. We praise you for your revelation

in stable warmth and birthing cry, in humility and in praise.

We bless you for this Good News of great joy,

and join with angels singing and shepherds rejoicing

to proclaim your praise: 

*♪SING      Memorial Acclamation  (Tune: VU 44)

Sing Christ has died and Christ is risen,

Christ will come again! (2x)

In the breaking of this bread, 

we remember all the peoples of the earth:

First Nations peoples of all lands, 

all who worship as Hindus, all who follow the path of the Buddha, our sisters and brothers of Islam, 

and the Jewish people with whom we share the heritage of Israel. We pray for the day when all the separated children of God will be gathered together around Your table. 
*♪SING   (MV 205 Tune: VU 44)

Amen, amen, O Holy One!

Hosanna and Amen! (2x)
THE DISTRIBUTION
The Bread of Heaven

Jesus Christ, the True Vine
(The congregation is invited to come forward to receive communion by intinction. If you wish to receive in the pew, please bring it to the attention of the servers.) 
SOLO:   “Somewhere A Child is Sleeping” –F.Mills   
                                                                          Angela Blais

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION:
Thank you, scandalous God, for giving yourself to the world,
not in the powerful and extraordinary, but in weakness and the familiar: in a baby; in bread and wine. Thank you for offering, at journey’s end, a new beginning; for setting, in the poverty of a stable, the richest jewel of your love; for revealing, in a particular place, your light for all nations. Thank you for bringing us to Bethlehem, House of Bread, where the empty are filled, and the filled are emptied; where the poor find riches, and the rich recognize their poverty; where all who kneel and hold out their hands are fed.  Amen.
*♪CLOSING HYMN    (VU 76) See amid the Winter’s Snow
BLESSING:
May the God of the stable 

help us to see the wonder of Christmas:

the wonder of children who can hardly wait,

the wonder of Mary and Joseph who feel 

the power of God’s love,

the wonder of the shepherds who hear the Good News,

the wonder of Magi who kneel and offer their gifts,

the wonder of the ages 

that God would come in such a simple birth. 
♪BLESSING
(MV 205 Tune: VU 44)

Amen, amen, O Holy One!

Hosanna and Amen! (2x)
MERRY CHRISTMAS

THE STAFF OF TRINITY UNITED CHURCH

WISH YOU A BLESSED HAPPY
AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR.
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