
For months I’ve been quietly ask-
ing artists from in and beyond the
Trinity family to lend us some of
their work in order to help us see
this Advent 2015 season anew.
Isn’t this so often the task of faith?
--to engage with scripture and tra-
dition, to re-examine old stories—
to rediscover the challenge of the
spiritual life. Of course, this is also
the task of good art: to help us ask
questions, to bring freshness, cu-
riosity, and creativity to parts of
life that are otherwise left shallow
or unexamined. Individuals, fami-
lies, and church groups have en-
tered art pieces—and several of our

entries invite deep interaction and
meaningful conversation!

In the Sunday School Hall, in our
worship and on our bulletins we’ll
be encountering both the comfort
and the challenge of Advent
through painting, photography,
craft and sculpture. Thank you to
the many talented artists and
groups of all ages and stages who
have made Christmas come early at
Trinity by enriching our spiritual-
ity with theirs!

Trinity United Church

Advent 2015 Newsletter

A Note from Rev. Ted’s Desk:

New Eyes for Christmas
UPCOMING EVENTS

Get them on your Calendar!

Advent Communion
10:30am

Sunday, November 29th

White Gift Sunday
(proceeds to the Trinity Food

Shelf & Christmas Bag Outreach)
Sunday, December 6th

Cantata
10:30am

JOY Band Christmas
Concert

2:00 pm
Sunday, December 13th

“A Christmas Carol”
(Sing-a-long begins at 6:30pm!)
Wednesday, December 16th

Sunday School
Christmas Pageant

10:30 am
Sunday, December 20th

Our “Longest Night”
evening service

7:00 pm
Monday, December 21st

Christmas Eve
Family Service, 7pm
Communion, 8:15pm

Thursday, December 24th

Trinity United Church’s Sunday School Present

A Shepherd’s Story
Directed by Darlene Laferriere

Sunday December 20th, 10:30 am

Come hear the Christmas story as told and sung by the Trinity United
Church Sunday School. This year’s musical is called “A Shepherd’s Story”

and will star your favourite nativity characters – and probably a few
characters that you never knew were part of the Nativity Story!

A Shepherd’s Story will be performed on Sunday December 20th at 10:30
am during our morning worship service.

Rehearsals begin Sunday November 22nd during Sunday School. A full
dress rehearsal is scheduled for Saturday December 19th at 9:30 am.



What an exciting fall at
Trinity Church! It has
been a pleasure to be part

of Trinity’s Team – Ted, Lisa,
Wanda, Michelina, Ryan, Moe, and
Shirley.

We are grateful to the J.O.Y. Band,
the Senior Choir, Junior Choir, and
Marcel MacDonald, for their spe-
cial musical contributions in our
Sunday, November 8th Remem-
brance Day service.

Our Junior Choir is thriving under
the capable leadership of Peggy
Millar. Junior Choir rehearsals are
Sunday mornings from 9:30 –
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. New
members (J.K. and up) are always
welcome. We look forward to en-
joying their singing several times
during the Advent/Christmas sea-
son.

Sunday afternoon, November 8th,
we welcomed the J.O.Y. Band, as
they presented “Musical Memories
of the War” years. What a fabulous
afternoon it was, with a full house
in attendance! Thank you to all the
UCW members who helped in the
kitchen, the stage builders and the
elevator operator. Through the
generosity of the audience that day,

over $2000 was raised for the Sun-
day School Syrian Refugee Project.

Thank you especially to all of you
who attended our concert, and
warmly welcomed visitors with
wonderful Trinity spirit. We hope
to repeat this enthusiasm on Sun-
day, December 13!

Thank you for your contributions
towards our electronic piano. I am
pleased to report that sufficient
funds were donated, and the new
piano had its “debut” at the Re-
membrance Day service, and after-
noon concert! The piano will be
used to accompany the Junior
Choir, soloists (it changes keys to
adjust to high and low voices, or
instruments), Mustard Seed, the
Coffee House and any musical ac-
tivities taking place in and around
Trinity. Thank you again!

As we move into the Advent and
Christmas Season, our Senior
Choir and Junior Choir have been
preparing special music! On Sun-
day, December 13, the Senior
Choir will present a Christmas can-
tata “The Mystery and Majesty” at
our morning worship service. This
beautiful music will help draw us
into the Christmas season, with its

message of peace and hope.

Later on December 13, the J.O.Y.
Band and Joy Band “Too” are pre-
senting a Christmas concert,
“Sweet Sounds of Christmas”, at
Trinity at 2:00 p.m. This is an af-
ternoon that the whole family will
enjoy. A carol sing-a-long will start
by 1:30 p.m. A goodwill offering
will be taken, with the proceeds
donated to the Trinity Food Shelf,
and the North Bay Warming Cen-
tre (an “out of the cold” centre,
which operates at St. John’s Angli-
can Church when winter tempera-
tures are below -20C).
Complimentary refreshments will
follow the concert. Please spread
the word about this exciting after-
noon!

Our Senior Choir continues to wel-
come new members. A love of
music is all that is needed. Please
see me if you would like to be part
of the choir. Rehearsals take place
each Thursday from 7:15 – 9:00
p.m. Music is fun and is food for
the soul!

May you and your family experi-
ence the peace and joy of this
blessed season now, and all year
long.

Some musical notes…from Betty Farris, Minister of Music.

Live ADVENT ART
BIBLE STUDY
with Rev. Kathy

Sundays, November 29th , De-
cember 6th , and December
13th 2pm–3.30pm in the

Fireside Room.

As we worship together, examine
the scriptures, and ponder the art
of William Kurelek in his book
‘Northern Nativity’ we will seek to
find the meaning of the coming of
the Christ Child for each of us in
the here and now of our lives.

“A Christmas Carol”
Wednesday December 16th
with Carols at 6:30pm!

The classic tale of Scrooge’s rottenness and redemption propels us
into the Christmas Spirit with style, humour, and timeless insight.
A talented group of North Bay’s finest readers and musical perform-
ers will prepare you to encounter “the reason for the season.” Your
ticket price supports “the Gathering Place.” The story begins at
7:00 pm on December 16th but the sing-a-long carols begins at 6:30
pm. Tickets are $15, children (12 and under) are free!



Message from the Chair

Greetings from the Board Chair.
Advent is fast approaching &
before we know it 2016 will

be upon us. The Board has had lots of
interesting discussions this year, from
Led Zeppelin concert to budgets &
everything in between.

One of the exciting things happen-
ing now, is the Advent Art exhibits.
Who knew that Trinity had so
many talented artists! I hope every-
one will get a chance to view the
awesome art pieces, which will be
on display for awhile.

A lot of exciting things are coming
up between now & Christmas

Nov 29th Communion Sunday,
First Sunday in Advent
Advent Bible Study with Rev. Kathy
McCallum
Dec 06th White Gift Sunday
Dec 13th Choir Cantata
Dec 13th Christmas Concert
Dec 20th Children’s Pageant
Dec 21st Longest Night

As we approach the Christmas sea-
son, may we take the time to reflect
on our journey, our ministry & what
is most important to us as individu-
als. Remember that this time of year
can be joyous for some & at the
same time very stressful, sad & de-
pressing for others. May we remem-
ber & pray for all our loved ones &
cherish the memories we have.
Christmas blessings to all.

Doubt sees the obstacles, faith
sees the way
Doubt sees the darkest night,
faith sees the day.
Doubt dreads to take a step,
faith soars on high
Doubt questions “Who be-
lieves?”, faith answers “I”.

Respectively submitted,
Roxanne Chartrand Board Chair

On-Line United Church Advent Studies
SISTERS OF SPIRIT
Connect with 15 extraordinary, ground-breaking women who share their
life’s passion to help make Your Christmas season more meaningful. Re-
ceive provocative and inspiring messages through Advent online or off.
Search “Sisters Of Spirit” on Facebook. Or email
sistersofspiritunite@gmail.com to get an electronic Word document.
Find out more:www.sistersofspiritunite.com

ADVENT UNWRAPPED
New thought-provoking devotions and prayers every day as we count
down to Christmas through the traditional themes of hope, peace, joy and
love! Find out more:www.adventunwrapped.ca

Identity, Mission, Needs Analysis (IMNA) Survey
In February we need YOU to complete our “IMNA” Survey. The re-
sults will be used to help our congregation look to the future with
hope and joy! Starting on February 1st, we’ll ask everyone who is 13
years of age and older and a part of Trinity’s community to complete
the questionnaire found at:www.imna-survey.ca

c

CHRISTMAS EVE
AT TRINITY

Come early for a good seat at our
family service,

7:00 pm on December 24th
That Service will include the

scripture story and lively singing of
your Christmas favourites.

After the raucous 7:00 pm family
service, there will be a brief quieter

service of communion
at about 8:15pm.

e

The
LONGEST
NIGHT
Service

On Monday Dec. 21st at
7:00 pm, members of

Trinity United, along with
friends from St. Andrew’s
United, will gather for a
service of heartfelt string

music and candlelit
prayer in the Trinity

sanctuary.
It’s an opportunity for a
spacious pause, to con-
template the hopes,

fears, and prayers that fill
that longest night of the

year.



Pastoral Care

TheCommittee has had a
great fall season having car-
ried out hospital visits as

well as nursing and retirement
home visits. More home visits are
still to be done.

Communion services have been
conducted at the Empire Living
Centre, Barclay House and Nipiss-
ing Manor, so we have been able to
reconnect with a lot of wonderful
friends.

We thank Betty Farris and the
choir for their valuable support
and Rev. Ted for his thoughtful
and caring messages.

What a dedicated committee we
have and we would like to thank
them for sharing their care with
others. Our committee members
are: Rae Brownlee, Shirley Tayler,
Dainty dePencier, Shirley Myre,
Barbara Roberts, Wanda Gleason,
Ruth McKinnon and Bonnie Beam.
Noreen Brewer, Claudette de-
Pencier

Property and Grounds Report

Your Property and Grounds
Committee has had a quiet Fall
so far. After replacing part of

the floor in the kitchen and AA bath-
room this summer we have focused
mainly on Building maintenance and
repair. There are several areas that
we are looking at for future work and
I have begun the process of getting in-
formation and then quotes for these
various projects.
We are close to purchasing a new
video security system for the entire
Church, with so many people in our
building each day it has become obvi-
ous that we must take step to ensure
that they can be kept safe and secure.
We are looking at a multiple camera
arrangement which will enhance our
ability to monitor activity on Sunday
mornings and also give our staff a
chance to see who is in the Church
during the rest of the week.
We are also meeting with experts to
determine what is needed to install

a new floor in the Sunday School
Room. The current floor is really
starting to show its age and should
be replaced soon.
Don Rideout and Tony dePencier
continue to provide excellent care
to our Church. They are in the
Building almost daily fixing and re-
pairing anything that needs to be
seen. New coat hooks are being
planned for the choir for their win-
ter coats, light fixtures are being re-
placed in the Nursery and Intern
Office, and cupboards have been
built for various groups to store
their supplies or equipment.
As always, if you see anything that
needs repair or replacement please
contact me so that we can get to
them as soon as possible.

Respectfully Yours
David McKenney

Property and Grounds Chair

SWISS CHALET PROMOTION
Swiss Chalet is still giving us 10% of food costs at the eat-in part of the restaurant. All
we need to do is save the table bill (not your credit card receipt) and put them in the
container in the narthex or the one on the table in the McIntyre Street entrance.We col-
lect them and from time to time take them in to the restaurant to receive our dona-
tion. We are very grateful for this donation from the North Bay Swiss Chalet. This is a
local promotion only so only bills from this location are accepted. So remember if you
are out to dinner at Swiss Chalet we would like your table bill.

White Gift Sunday
White Gift Sunday dates back to
1904 in Ohio. The wife of a
Methodist minister and her two
children came up with the idea of
giving gifts wrapped in white paper
at Christmas time to people in
need. You are invited to bring gifts,
money and non-perishable food
items wrapped in white paper or
cloth on Sunday December 6th for
Trinity’s special White Gift presen-
tation.

These gifts will be brought forward
during worship and will be do-
nated to Trinity’s Food Shelf Pro-
grams or Trinity’s Christmas Bag
Outreach Project. Thank you for
reaching out and sharing God’s
love with others this Christmas
season!

Christmas Greetings

Your Ministry and Personnel
Committee would like to
thank your staff as well as

you, the Congregation, for an awe-
some year of interaction and
growth. We are very blessed at
Trinity to belong to a caring and
sharing Ministry. Your participa-
tion with and your caring for our
staff and each other, makes Trinity

an open, progressive and yes, a fun
place to be. We actually want to
come to church!
Out committee (part of John’s idea
of team) wishes all our members
and adherents a safe, joyous, loving
and caring Advent season as we
prepare together for the coming of
Christ Jesus.

Blessing to all,
M&P

Ministry and Personal Committee



UCW REPORT
As we await & anticipate the Advent season, the ladies of the UCW
have been busy. The Christmas Tea and Bazaar have kicked off the sea-
son for us. It was a huge success & apparently Trinity’s is the best in
town. Looking forward to next year.

Upcoming events include: catering for the North Bay Presbytery on
Nov 21st.

On December 14th we are celebrating our yearly Christmas luncheon
at Cecil’s restaurant from 1130-3. All women of Trinity are invited.
Everyone is responsible for their own lunch & ordering is off the menu.
In lieu of a gift exchange, a $5.00 donation to the food shelf would be
appreciated. Please call me at 705-471-2043 by December 10th if you
will be attending.

On December 17th, approximately 60 Cheer plates will be made up &
delivered to members of our congregation,who are sick, or shut in. In-
cluded goodies are homemade jam, fresh fruits, & baking. No wonder
they look forward to receiving them! It certainly brightens their day &
everyone is very appreciative for being included.

As Advent approaches, we should take the time to reflect, rest & re-
fresh our hearts & minds. We can do that by celebrating the coming of
Christ & praying for peace, grace & mercy for all of us. Let us enjoy the
holiday season & focus on what is important in our lives such as fam-
ily, friends & our faith.

Respectively submitted,
Roxanne Chartrand,

UCW President

Christmas Bag Outreach
Each year Trinity’s youth group
collects items for Trinity’s Christ-
mas Bag Outreach Project. We pro-
vided over 150 Christmas gifts to
youth and adults in our commu-
nity!

These bags are packed according to
the age of the receiver and deliv-
ered the week prior to Christmas.
We provide gifts bags to women
and children at the Transition
House, and Ojibway Family Re-
source Centre, to adults and youth
at the Crisis Centre and Four Elm’s
Residence, Futures Youth Crisis
Centre, etc. and to patients at the
North Bay Regional Health Centre
– Mental Health and Long Term
Care units.

Items that would bring comfort
and joy to folks who need it would
be appreciated. Some suggestions
are: mitts, socks, slippers, treats
(regular and diabetic ones), playing
cards, games, toiletries, crossword
and wordsearch books, colouring
and activity books, journals, crafts,
and any other items that would
bring comfort to someone in need
this Christmas.

Christmas gift bags or money to
purchase gifts are also appreciated.
Thank you for supporting this im-
portant outreach project!

Prayer Shawl Group
Thanks to the generosity of the congregation, we
again have a good variety of yarn to knit/crochet
with. Knowing how well the shawls are received, be-
lieve that we are grateful for your donation, and will use it prayer-
fully. Both the adults, and families of the children baptized
comment on how much they appreciate the shawl/lap robe that
they receive.

Respectfully submitted,
Judy Biondi

Trinity Friends & Family

Please make sure we know of any-
one who will be 90 years of age in
2016 and anyone, who at present,
we may not have this information
and they are now over 90!! We
enjoy bringing a special card of
Greetings and Good Wishes on be-
half of the Trinity congregation.

You can call Wanda at the office or
Ann Cann 495-2810 or Ann Clark
472-2312

“Over Ninety Birthday Visitors”



TheFinance & Stewardship
Committee is delighted to
bring you up to date with the

financial position of your Church.

Good news! From the Finance &
Stewardship committee!

You’ll recall that, as of the end of
May, our Donations were lagging
those of 2014.

We also shared the year-end results
of past years, all the way back to
2000. The most recent results were
a modest loss of about $5,000 in
2014, and a loss of about $10,000 in
2013. At the end of September,
2015 we were showing a Y-T-D loss
of slightly over $9,000.

We are very pleased to inform you
that your Church’s financial out-
look has improved.

Thanks to your generous support
our Donations since July have ex-
ceeded those from the same period
in 2014. If this continues to the end
of the year we will, despite our slow
start, meet or perhaps exceed 2014
Donations. This is a worthwhile
goal since some of our costs have
been pushed up by inflation.

There is good news on the expense
side as well. Those members of our
congregation who are responsible
for keeping everything running, and

incurring the costs associated with
those responsibilities, have man-
aged their costs centres well. A few
items that are beyond our control
(hydro, telephone, and internet) are
over budget, but most are looking
good.

The net result of your generous
support and the diligent cost control
is that, as of the end of October,
we’re showing a plus of about
$4,000.

We also talked to you about the ad-
vantages, to you and to your
Church, of the PAR system. You’ve
responded well to that as well, with
5 new PAR enrollments.

And we asked for your help with
our email list. We’re hoping to be
able to email more Newsletters,
rather than buying a $1 stamp to
mail them. If you for any reason re-
quire the mailed copy, that’s fine -
please don’t feel guilty. But if you’d
be OK getting them by email that’d
save us $1 for each stamp. Small,
but it adds up. We did get a few
more emails, and will hopefully get
even more.

Lastly – it’ll soon be time for our
annual Advent Offering. Hopefully
you remember the pill bottles. We
will be distributing them starting on

Sunday, November 29th. We ask
you to take them home, place them
on your meal table, put a coin in
them each day at grace time, and re-
turn them before the end of the
year. Once again the two charities
we’ll be supporting are Sleeping
Children Around the World
(SCAW) and PackSac Smiles. We
will give you details about each
charity during the campaign.

There are many ways you assist
Trinity United Church in achieving
its Mission. By sharing your time
and talent by volunteering. Or by
sharing your treasure by generously
providing financial support. There
are so many things that you’ve done
over the past few months that we’d
like to thank you for – your Dona-
tions, your prudent cost manage-
ment, your support for PAR,
sharing your email IDs, and in ad-
vance for your support of the Ad-
vent Offering.

On behalf of your Finance & Stew-
ardship Committee, thank you for
all that you do.

John Roberts
Co-Chair

Finance & Stewardship Committee

Finance & Stewardship Committee

On Friday January 22nd at 7:00 pm in
Trinity’s fellowship hall, join folks from
all over North Bay for a night packed
with music and laughter. The Trinity
Coffeehouse is a beloved new tradition
of winter warmth that brings more and
more remarkable local talent into the
Trinity spotlight!

Sign up on the sheet in the Sunday
School Hall and share your talent!

LENT 2015:

“The Journey”
in February and March of 2016
we’ll engage with Lent through the
theme of “the journey”—the
metaphor of travelling, seeking,
and pilgrimage. If you have a secu-
lar song to share on this theme,
please share it with me in the next
few weeks. I hope to have some
local “musical guests” booked for
Lent long before January is
through!

The Trinity

Coffeehouse
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Worship with the
Joyful Bells!

Sunday, January 3rd

Baptism Sunday
(contact the office ASAP with

your interest) 10:30 am
Sunday, January 10th

Trinity Soup Tasting
Night!

Friday, January 15th

Robbie Burns Sunday
10:30 am

Sunday, January 24th

The Trinity Coffeehouse
sign up your act!

Friday, January 22nd

Prayer for Christian
Unity
2:00 pm

Sunday, January 24th

Snowshoe afternoon!
Trinity Family

Sunday, January 31st

Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper

Tuesday, February 9th

The Season of Lent
begins

Sunday, February 14th

Trinity Families Retreat
Family Day Weekend
February 13-14-15

Thinking Day
celebrate Guides and Scouts

with us
Sunday, February 21st

Annual General
Meeting
after church

Sunday, February 28th

“Red Hot Chili Cook-Off”
Friday, February 19th

Palm Sunday
Sunday, March 20th

Maundy Thursday
all-night Youth Vigil
Thursday, March 24th

Good Friday
AOTS Breakfast at Trinity

Friday, March 25th

Easter Sunday
Sunrise and Communion serv-

ices

Sunday, March 27th

Michael White’s
Led Zeppelin

tribute concert

Saturday, April 2nd

UPCOMING EVENTS Get them on your Calendar!

111 McIntyre St. E., North Bay, ON P1B 1C5
Office: 474-3310 • Fax: 474-3311
Email: trinityunited@cogeco.net

www.trinitynorthbay.ca


